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Impact:
A Life of Daily Obedience

b y  A m y  R o b i n s o n  ’ 0 6

       oseph Kickasola ’94 is 

        associate professor of  

      communication studies at 

Baylor University and direc-

tor of the Baylor Communi-

cation in New York program, 

husband to opera singer Lin-

nea, and father of two-year-

old Bronwyn.  He describes 

impact as daily obedience.  

Impact, he says, is doing 

good work as we are enabled 

by the Holy Spirit for the 

sake of Jesus Christ.  That’s a 

big statement in a time and a 

place where numbers mean 

everything and quality is 

sacrificed for quantity.  And 

it is obvious as he speaks 

that it’s a lesson he’s learned 

with time and that the effects 

of  this truth can be traced 

throughout his life story.

Joe visited Covenant during 

high school, and it was after 

conversations with faculty 

members that he began to 

look at the school with real 

interest.  He had caught a 

hint of what Covenant was

about when he saw the real 

relationships that could be 

developed with the people 

that were Covenant.  

A Maclellan scholarship 

“sealed the deal” and Joseph 

Kickasola came to Covenant 

in the fall of 1990, a highly 

motivated Maclellan scholar 

with little knowledge of what 

it was he ultimately wanted  

to do.  His heart had always 

been drawn to the imagina-

tion, to creativity and beauty, 

so he took on a double major 
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of English and music to explore the realms of 

creativity and expression further.

When asked what he took away from his 

Covenant College experience, Joe thinks for a 

moment and then answers confidently, “Cov-

enant showed me who I wanted to be.”  He 

speaks of the tables in the Great Hall, the way 

sixteen people could cram in together and 

face everyone at once, throwing around ideas 

and combating each other’s dogmas in a way 

that shaped each of them deeply.  

It was there, says Joe, that the greatest lessons 

of his college career were learned:  in vibrant 

conversation with faculty, staff, and especially 

fellow students.  This was one of the early 

stages in the truth that can be traced through-

out his biography:  that impact is a daily 

obedience – doing 

good work accord-

ing to our gifts for 

the sake of Jesus.  

Because it wasn’t 

one’s brilliance 

on tests or papers 

that brought about 

greatness; it was 

the humble search 

for truth, in daily conversations, around 

tables in the Great Hall.

Joe cites other influential agents of change 

at Covenant such as Dr. Foreman, with his 

gift for looking past the surface to the hid-

den meanings of life, and Dr. McLelland and 

his lessons on pursuing knowledge biblically 

while still thinking outside the box.  

In a more particular sense, Dr. Foreman’s 

first-ever film class woke Joe up to the pos-

sibility of working in film.  It was an exciting 

time participating in a small pioneer class   

that watched films together and discussed 

their hidden meanings with Dr. Foreman as a 

resource.  Joe began to wonder if film would 

be a bigger player in his life than he’d once 

thought.

Still, Joe continued to pursue a career in mu-

sic, applying to four prestigious conservato-

ries following graduation.  He laughed when 

he recalled all four of those applications fall-

ing through and the way it pushed him into a 

master’s-level film course on Alfred Hitchcock 

at Regent University 

only two weeks af-

ter graduating from 

Covenant.  He’d 

taken the course 

as an exploratory 

measure, wondering 

if he could pursue 

further schooling in 

film.  He absolutely 

loved it and never looked back.  

That Hitchcock course catapulted Joe into 

a master’s in communications from Regent 

University.  From there he spent several years 

producing and directing documentaries, com-

mercials, experimental films, and television 

“Excellent work that reveals 
truth and teaches of the 
nature of God impacts 
people and points them 

toward Jesus.”
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series such as PBS’s Collecting Across America.  

He authored the book The Films of Krzysztof 

Kieslowski:  The Liminal Image in 2004, in 

which he discussed the distinct ways Kies-

lowski pursued deep subjects with abstract 

images.  When asked how this work helped 

to impact the world for Christ, Joe speaks of 

daily obedience.  Excellent work that reveals 

truth and teaches of the nature of God, he 

says, impacts people and points them toward 

Jesus.

Still, with all these accomplishments, Joe says 

that he began to miss “the life of the mind.”  

An opportunity presented itself when a pro-

fessor in Regent’s doctoral program encour-

aged him to further his education, and Joe 

returned to Regent to study for a PhD in com-

munications.  His dissertation explored the 

role of abstract images in film, a subject still 

prevalent in Joe’s work and research today.  

He probed the idea that abstract images en-

able communication without coaching.  They 

are like pallets onto which the watcher can 

project his own emotions and through which 

huge, vague ideas like love and death can be 

communicated without being cheapened.  In 

this way, through the work of the Holy Spirit, 

film interacts with one’s faith.  Joe connects 

these ideas with religious ritual, examining 

the way deep emotions are felt through simple 

actions like the breaking of bread.

It wasn’t long after the completion of this dis-

sertation that Baylor University approached 

him with an offer.  Baylor needed a professor 

who specialized in practical filmmaking, theo-

retical and historical approaches to film, and 

the integration of faith and film.  For all these 

things, Joe was providentially and experien-

tially prepared, he says, based on the exact 

path his life had followed.  It was through acts 

of daily obedience, even when the direction 

was unclear, that Joe was equipped for the 

call to teach.

Today, Joe continues to lead Baylor’s com-

munication program in New York City.  His 

personal pursuits include research on the 

phenomenon of “synesthesia” in film – the act 

of one sense influencing another.  He has also 

begun to develop an idea for an experimental 

film focusing on scenes from his neighbor-

hood and incorporating music composed by 

a neighbor about the same subject.  And he’s 

working this summer on a film based on a 

short story written by a Baylor English profes-

sor.

Joe continues his efforts toward excellent 

work in the name of Jesus.  He and Linnea 

are actively involved in their church’s wor-

ship program and in Redeemer Presbyterian’s 

Inter-Arts Ministry, a community open to all 

believing artists in NYC.  But as he says, the 

way he impacts the world the most effectively 

is by doing excellent work and exhibiting 

daily obedience to all who know him.  In this 

way, the name of Jesus is declared quietly and 

humbly and extraordinarily well.  
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